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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 
Ninth Report — “Annual Report 2019–20” — Tabling 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [10.05 am]: I present for tabling the ninth report of the  
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee titled “Annual Report 2019–20”. 
[See paper 3658.] 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The 2019–20 financial year was busy for the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee. Our primary focus was our inquiry into the Magistrates Court of Western Australia’s 
management of matters involving family and domestic violence. During the inquiry, the committee considered 
47 submissions and 13 supplementary submissions and spoke with 84 witnesses at 12 public hearings and 
15 briefings. The inquiry took us on a short and tightly packed trip to Melbourne, Canberra, Southport and 
Brisbane, where we gathered a significant amount of evidence that informed the course of the committee’s inquiry, 
especially on how things are done in other states. Ultimately, it informed the findings and recommendations made 
in our inquiry report that was tabled earlier this year. 
The committee’s activities were significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which affected everyone 
across Western Australia. Scheduled travel in early April 2020 to the Barndimalgu Aboriginal Family Violence Court 
in Geraldton was cancelled due to health concerns and increasing restrictions on movement. That was quite 
disappointing because, as we are all aware, the issue of family and domestic violence in Aboriginal communities 
remains a significant challenge for all in Western Australia. All the evidence that the committee had heard until 
that point indicated that the work that was being done at Barndimalgu was leading the field and it could perhaps serve 
as a model for other places. It correlated with some of the evidence that we received in Victoria on how it runs its 
Koori Court. I know that I and other members were really looking forward to seeing how that court operates in 
practice. It was disappointing, but obviously we had to cancel that visit because of the tight travel restrictions. Further 
evidence-gathering hearings were also cancelled and information was instead sought in writing. 
As the committee adjusted to the restrictions on movement and gathering sizes and working from home requirements, 
our scheduled meetings were either cancelled or rescheduled to be conducted remotely. These disruptions contributed 
to the committee extending its inquiry tabling date from 25 June 2020 to 13 August 2020. The pandemic also 
impacted other activities. The committee had begun considering potential new inquiries with a scoping hearing 
scheduled for May 2020. This hearing could not go ahead due to the movement and gathering restrictions, also in 
recognition of the need for government agencies to focus on service provision and their response to the rapidly 
evolving COVID-19 pandemic whilst ensuring the health and safety of staff and the public. We were very cognisant 
of that. Appearing before parliamentary committees is important for agencies, and we want to encourage them to 
appear, but we know that it also consumes time and resources. At a time when there were heightened levels of 
community expectation around dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, we thought it would have been counterproductive 
to move agencies from that frontline work to prepare information for the committee. Therefore, we did not 
commence any other inquiries during 2019–20, as we had intended, and instead focused on finishing our inquiry 
into how the Magistrates Court deals with family and domestic violence. 
Movement and gathering restrictions, coupled with health and safety concerns, required the committee to change 
the way it operated so it could continue its work. The committee held a number of meetings via Zoom, including 
over the winter parliamentary recess, to adopt our inquiry report. Utilising remote conferencing technology provided 
flexibility for the whole committee by allowing us to meet more regularly. It was particularly beneficial for our 
regional members who are not regularly in Perth during the recess and would otherwise have been required to travel 
for hours to attend meetings or miss the opportunity to take part in deliberations. Those members would have had 
to make that choice. The easier option was to attend for a few hours by Zoom instead of travelling for hours and 
hours on end. I think an important thing to learn during this period is that we do not have to insist on members always 
attending physically. It is not just regional members, I have to say. I am looking over at the member for Burns Beach. 
Avoiding having to travel makes attending a committee meeting easier, because we are not pulled from pillar to 
post. We learnt that we could do that. It was not just committee members who contributed to that; our wonderful 
staff put it all together and made sure that it happened. In the future, all committees should consider whether all 
members need to travel and gather at Parliament rather than stay where they are and do their committee work, and 
avoid any unnecessary travel. 

Although adopted as a necessity borne out of a challenging situation, the willingness of committee members to 
embrace remote conferencing technology and the smoothness with which our meetings ran was really encouraging. 
As I said, continuing to use this technology into the future for both deliberative meetings and evidence-gathering 
hearings, particularly with interstate and international witnesses, will provide a lot of flexibility for committee meetings 
and ultimately enhance the way committees conduct their activities and add value to the parliamentary process. 
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The committee looks forward to continuing its work for the duration of this Parliament. A series of hearings 
scheduled for the next few months will focus on some of the agencies and bodies primarily responsible for the 
COVID-19 response to ensure that any good ideas, findings and learnings that have come out of that process are 
recorded and can be utilised in the future. 

In particular, I want to thank our hardworking staff, Alison Sharpe, Catie Parsons and Alice Jones, who make the 
committee run. They keep us in line, assist us and do significant research for us. Without them, the committee would 
not function. I also want to thank the members of the committee. The member for Burns Beach, as Deputy Chair, 
and the member for Bunbury have been with the committee since it started. They continue to be great contributors 
to a very bipartisan committee that looks at issues from the perspective of continual improvement, rather than any 
sort of partisanship. I want to thank the members who left the committee during the 2019–20 financial year, the 
members for Carine and Dawesville, who were both significant contributors. I thank the two new members who 
replaced them, the members for Churchlands and Vasse. It was a very seamless transition of members, and a credit 
to everyone involved, particularly the members for Churchlands and Vasse, who came on board just after we had 
commenced the Magistrates Court inquiry. They needed to come up to speed very, very quickly, and they did, and 
became significant contributors to the inquiry. 

In closing, I am not sure whether during the rest of the term of this Parliament I will get an opportunity to speak 
on the work or reports of the committee, so I want to take this opportunity to reaffirm that one of the great pleasures 
of being in Parliament is being involved in parliamentary committee work. It is not just the spirit with which 
members approach the work, but also the significance of the body of work that committees do that helps inform 
the Western Australian public, Parliament and policy making. The two major committee inquiries that this committee 
engaged in during this term were into preparedness for terrorism in public places and how the Magistrates Court 
of Western Australia manages matters involving family and domestic violence. The evidence and cooperation we 
received from all stakeholders, and the information we gathered in Western Australia and other places, and the 
reports’ findings and recommendations stand up to any form of scrutiny and have made a significant contribution 
to improving, on the one hand, the state’s preparedness for a terrorism incident and all sorts of incidents in public 
places and, on the other hand, how we continue to evolve in dealing with family and domestic violence, which 
unfortunately remains a scourge in our community. 

I reiterate that I say to a lot of new members that parliamentary committee work is some of the best work they 
can do as a member of Parliament. When I first say it to them, when they first come on board, often their eyes 
glaze over or they think, “What’s this old fellow telling me?” But I think that once members engage in that 
work, they realise it is a great opportunity for them to increase their knowledge and understanding of how 
government and public policy making operate. It is also a wonderful opportunity for members to participate in 
broader policy development and reform that serves the public of Western Australia well. I want to place on 
record my support for the continuation and perhaps enhancement of the committee process in any future 
Parliaments so that that benefit can continue to be derived by our ultimate stakeholders—that is, the public of 
Western Australia. 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [10.17 am]: I wish to discuss the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee’s “Annual Report 2019–20”. I would like to thank Ms Alison Sharpe and Ms Catherine Parsons 
and Mrs Alice Jones, our research officers. I would also like to thank the Chair of the committee, the member for 
Hillarys, and the two former committee members, the members for Carine and Dawesville, for their excellent 
contributions over the last couple of years. I would like to thank the members for Churchlands and Vasse who 
joined our committee, and I look forward to future contributions from them and on their behalf. 

It has been an interesting year for the committee, particularly with the impact of COVID on our deliberations. 
I was most disappointed that we could not get up to Geraldton to look at the court processes there, as they were 
seen as a leading example of efficiencies in the Magistrates Court in Western Australia. The opportunities for the 
committee to travel to Victoria and see for ourselves the deliberations, particularly in the small community courts 
in Melbourne — 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: The neighbourhood justice centres. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: Yes, they were enlightening. We pick up as much as we can through written submissions, 
but it was great to go to those venues and see them with our own eyes and make our own judgements. I always go 
back to the phrase, “Weight is to evidence as credibility is to witnesses.” Actually seeing these facilities and how 
they are operating should never be curtailed in the committee space. 
Coming back to learning how to deal with the pandemic and embracing some of the information technologies, we 
found, particularly in the adopting of the report, that these new methodologies such as Zoom meetings are something 
we should keep in mind going forward. We must keep in mind that there is a fair bit of infrastructure cost in that 
space, particularly for electoral offices. We should consider and embrace the ability to do Zoom meetings across 
the country and that sort of stuff to interrogate witnesses and people giving submissions. 
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The past 12 months have been a difficult time, in particular the last six months with COVID-19. As I said, the efforts 
of our research staff and, more importantly, the flexibility of the members of the committee and those making 
submissions to the committee, should be recognised. I will not speak much more than that. As I said, we have done 
a significant amount of work in the last 12 months, particularly in tabling our last report. I think that looking at 
some of the smaller agencies that have oversight could lead to some interesting conversations and deliberations. 
I thank the committee and Parliament for their time. 
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